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RECEIVED 

6 CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

DEC 0 7 2006 

REMARKS /ARGUMENTS r 4WW 

1. In the above referenced Oltice Action, the Examiner 
rejected claims 1 and 14 under 35 USC § 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by Maffezzoni (U.S. Patent No* 6,901,493); and 
claims 2-3 and lb under 3b USC § 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Maffezzoni (U.S. Patent No. 6,901,493) in 
view of Hong (U.S. Patent No. 6,815,311). In addition, the 
Examiner objected to claims 16-18 based on informalities . 
Applicant thanks the Examiner for the allowance of Claims 
6-13 and the indication that claims 4-5 and 16-18 are 
allowable * 

Claims 1-4, 6-15, and 17-18 are currently pending in 
this application. Claims 1, 14, and 17-18 have been 
amended. Claims 5 and 16 have been cancelled- The 
rejections above have been traversed and, as such, the 
applicant respectfully ittqueyU . jLecoasideraLion ul Lhy 
allowability of claims 1^4, 6-15, and 17-18. 

2. As discussed above, Claims 16-18 were rejected based 
on informalities. Applicant thanks the. Examiner for 
pointing out these informalities and suggesting specific 
corrections* These corrections have been made to claims 
17-18 (claim 16 has . been cancelled) and Applicant 
respectfully requests that this basis for rejection be 
removed . 

3. As discussed above, claim 1 was rejected under 35 USC 
§ 102 (b) as being anticipated by Maffezzoni (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,901,493). Claim 1 has been amended to include the 
subject matter of allowably claim 5 and claim 5 has b«en 
cancelled. While claims 2-3 were rejected under 35 USC § 
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103 (a) as being unpatentable over Maffezzoni (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,901,493) in view of Hong (U.S. Patent No. 6,815,311), 
this basis of rejection is negated, by the amendments to 
claim 1 and the fact that claims 2 and 3 depend therefrom. 

For these reasons, Applicant believes that claim 1 and 
claims 2-4 that depend therefrom, are patentably distinct 
from the prior art. 

4. As discussed above, claim. 14 was rejected under 35 USC 
§ 102 (b) as being anticipated by Maffezzoni (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,901,493). Claim 14 has been amended to include the 
subject matter drawn from . allowable claim. 16 and claim 16 
has been cancelled. When amending claim 14 in nnncert with 
claim 16, Applicant has not included the subject matter 
from intervening claim 15, since this subject matter does 
not appear to be required for patentability. While* rlaim 
15 was rejected under 35 USC § 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Maffezzoni (U.S. Patent No. 6,901,493) in 
view of Hong (U.S. Patent No. 6,315,311), this basis of 
rejection is negated by the amendments to claim 14 and the 
tact tnat claim 15 depends therefrom. 

For these reasons, Applicant believes that claim 14 
and claims 15, and 17-18 that depend therefrom, are 
patentably distinct from the prior art* 
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For the foregoing reasons, the applicant believes that 
clainiG 1*4 , 6-15, and 17-18 are in condition for allowance 
and respectfully request that they be passed to allowance. 

The Examiner x3 invited to contact the undersigned by 
telephone or facsimile if the Examiner believes that such a 
communication would advance the prosecution of the present 
invention. 

A petition for three-month extension of time and a 
credit card payment form for the corresponding fee 
accompany this response. No additional fees are due. The 
Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees that are 
required or credit any overpayment to Doposit Account No. 
50-2126 (SIG000104) . 

. RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

By: /Bruce E. Stuckman reg. 36,693/ 
Bruce E. Stuckman 
Phone: (bliJ) 241-8444 
Fax No. (512) 241-8445 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE 

I hereby certify that this corT9spond«?.Ti^. i.? bfj:-ncj htnngiftlttcd by fa inn. .19 to fox number (571) 273-8300 
addreaocd tor C<Mwxi.oDio«o*- &.?tr»^f./r r* ««J T^dfliE^W- aloxandria, Virginia 22313, th's dote bclcvi 

Data — Signoruro 
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